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ON  lOllEKNOVVLliDGE. 

On  that  awful  subject,  the  forcknowU 
edge  of  God,  sooielhinjj  has  already  been 
spokeuisee  verse  23,  (Acts  ii.)  Though  it 
is  a  subject  which  no  finite  nature  can  com¬ 
prehend^  yet  it  is  possible  so  to  understand 
vhat  relates  to  us  in  it«  as  to  avoid  those 
rocks  of  fircsumfition  and  despondency ,  on 
which  multitudes  have  been  shipwrecked. 
The  foreknowledge  of  God  is  never  spoken 
of  in  reference  to  himself^  but  in  reference 
to  us :  in  him  properly,  there  is  neither 
foreknowledge  nor  aftei  kjiowledgc.  Om¬ 
niscience,  for  the  power  to  know  all  things^ 
is  an  attribute  of  God,  and  exists  in  him  as 
omnipotence^  or  the  power  to  do  all  things, 
lie  can  do  whatsoever  he  will  ;  and  he 
iloes  whatsoever  is  fit  or  proper  to  be  done. 
God  cannot  have  foreknowledge  strictly 
speaking,  because  this  would  suppose  that 
there  was  something  comings  in  what  we 
call  futurity^  which  had  not  yet  arrived  at 
the  presence  of  the  Deity.  Neither  can 
he  have  any  afterknowledge  strictly  speak¬ 
ing,  for  this  would  suppose  that  something 
that  had  taken  place,  in  what  we  call  pre- 
tcreity  or  past  time^  had  now  got  beyond 
the  presence  of  the  Deity.  As  God  exists 
in  all  that  cau  be  called  eternity.,  so  he  is 
equally  everywhere:  uolhing  can  ht  fu¬ 
ture  to  him,  because  he  lives  in  all  futuri¬ 
ty  :  Nothing  can  be  past  to  him,  because 
he  equally  exists  in  all  past  time  :  futurity 
and  pretereiiy  are  relative  terms  to  us ; 
but  they  can  have  no  relation  to  that  God 
who  dw  ells  in  every  point  of  eternity,  with 
whom  all  that  is  past^  all  that  is  present^ 
and  all  that  is  future  to  man,  exists  in  one 
infinite,  indivisible,  and  eternal  NOW.  As 
God’s  omnipotence  implies  his  power  to  do 
all  things  ;  so  God’s  omniscience  implies 
his  power  to  know  all  things:  but  wc 
mus?  take  heed  that  we  meddle  not  with  the 
infinite  free  agency  of  this  Eternal  Being. 
Though  Godcc«  do  all  things,  he  does  not 
?*11  things.  Infinite  Judgment  directs  tlx 
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operations  of  his  power,  so  that  ihougti  he 
can,  yet  he  docs  not  do  all  things,  but  only 
such  things  as  are  proper  to  be  done,  lit 
what  is  called  illimitable  space,  he  can  make 
millions  of  millions  of  systems  ;  but  he 
does  not  sec  proper  to  do  ibis.  He  caix 
destroy  the  solar  system  ;  but  he  does  not 
do  it  :  he  can  fashion  aud  order,  ia  endless 
variety,  all  the  different  beings  which  hotf 
exist,  whether  material,  animal,  or  intellect* 
ual  ;  but  he  does  not  do  this,  because  hd 
docs  not  see  it  proper  to  be  done.  There? 
fore  it  does  not  follow  that  because  Goi 
can  do  all  things^  that  therefore  he  must 
do  ail  things.  God  is  omniscient,  ahd  c^a 
know  all  things  ;  but  does  it  follow  from  ihli 
that  he  must  know  all  things  i  Is  be  not  as 
free  in  the  volitions  of  his  vji'dom^  as  he  i^ 
in  the  volitions  of  hit  power  ?  God  has  or¬ 
dained  some  things  as  absolutely  Certain  ^ 
these  he  knows  as  abs  Juteiy  certain,  H6 
lias  oidaiued  other  things  as  contingent  | 
these  he  knows  as  contingent.  It  would 
be  absurd  to  say,  that  he  foreknows  a  thing 
as  only  contingent,  which  he  has  made  ab^ 
solutely  certain.  And  it  would  be  as  ab¬ 
surd  to  say,  that  he  foreknows  a  thing  to 
absolutely  certain,  which  in  his  own  eter« 
ual  counsel  he  lias  made  contingent.  Bf 
absolutely  certain^  I  mean  a  thing  which 
must  be  in  order^time^  place  emd  form 
in  which  divine  wisdom  has  ordained  it  to 
bu  ;  and  that  it  can  be  no  otherwise  than 
this  infinite  counsel  has  ordained.  By  con¬ 
tingent  ^  1  mean  such  things  as  the  infinite 
wisdom  of  God  has  thought  proper  to  poise 
on  the  possibility  of  being  or  not  bein^\ 
leaving  it  to  the  will  of  intelligent  bcing§ 
to  turn  iHc  scale.  To  deoy  this  would  in¬ 
volve  the  most  palpable  contradictions,  and 
the  roost  monstrous  absurdities.  11  ther^ 
be  no’  such  things  as  contingencies'  in  iho 
world,  then  every  thing  X's  fixed  and  deter¬ 
mined  by  an  unalterable  decree  and  pu^^ 
pose  of  God  ;  and  not  only  all  free  rger:' 
cu  is  destroyed,  but  all  agency  of  eve* 
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kind\  except  that  uf  the  Creator  himself,  for 
OD  ilus  ground,  God  is  the  only  operator 
either  in. titne  or  eternity.  All  created  be¬ 
ings  arc  only  instruments,  and  do  nothing 
but  as  impelled  and  actf  d  upon  by  this  al¬ 
mighty  and  sole  agent.  Consequently,  ev« 
cry  act  is  hU  own  ;  for  if  he  have  purposed 
tliem  all  as  absolutely  eertainj  having  no¬ 
thing  contingent  in  them  ;  then  he  has  or- 
dained  them  to  be  so  :  and  if  uo  contingen* 
Cl/,  then  no  free  agency  ^  and  God  alone  is 
the  sole  actor.  H-nce  the  blaafihemous^ 
though,  from  the  premises, /afr  conclusion, 
that  God  is  the  author  of  all  the  evil  and 
sin  that  are  in  the  world  ;  and  hence  fol¬ 
lows  that  absurdity,  that  as  God  can  do  no¬ 
thing  that  is  wrongs  whatever  is,  ii 
RIGHT.  Sin  is  no  more  sin;  a  vicious 
huTiun  action  is  no  crime,  if  God  have  Jc- 
creed  it.  and  by  his  foreknowledge  and  will 
impelled  tlie  creature  to  act  it.  On  this 
ground  there  can  be  no  fiunishment  for  de¬ 
linquencies  ;  for  if  every  thing  be  done  as 
God  has  firtdeterminedy  and  his  determin¬ 
ations  must  necessarily  be  all  rights  then 
rei  her  the  instrument  nor  the  agent  has 
doi'c  wrong.  Thus  all  vice  and  virtue, 
praise  and  blame,  meiit  and  demerit,  guilt 
and  innocence,  are  at  once  confounded  ; 
aud  ail  disiiDCtions  of  this  kind  confounded 
with  them  Now,  allowing  the  doctrine  of 
the  contingency  of  human  actions,  (and  it 
must  be  allowed  in  order  to  shun  the  above 
absurdities  and  blasphemies)  then  we  see 
every  intt'Uigeni  creature  accountable  for  its 
own  works,  and  for  the  use  it  makes  of  the 
power  with  which  God  has  endued  it :  and  to 
grant  all  this  consisteotly,  we  must  also  grant 
that  God  foresees  nothing  as  absolutely  and 
inevitably  certahu  which  he  has  made  con¬ 
tingent  ;  and  because  he  has  designed  it  to  be 
contingent*  therelore  he  canoot  know  it  as 
absolutely  ^  inevitably  certain,  I  conclude 
that  G  kI.  although  omniscient,  is  not  oblig¬ 
ed,  in  consequence  ol  this,  to  know  all  that 
he  can  know  ;  no  more  than  he  is  obliged, 
because  he  is  omnifiotcntj  to  do  all  that  hs 
call  do. 

How  many,  by  confounding  the  self  and 
free  agency  of  God  with  a  sort  of  continu¬ 


al  impulsive  necessity,  have  raised  that  ne- 
ccssity  into  an  all-commanding  and  over- 
ruling  energy ^  to  which  God  himself  is 
made  subject.  Very  properly  did  Milton 
set  his  damned  spirits  about  such  work  as 
this,  and  has  made  it  a  part  of  their  endless 
punishment. 

Olliers  apart  sat  on  a  bill  retired, 

In  thoughts  more  elevate  ;  and  reason’d  high 
or  providence, irt//,  and  fait: 
Fil’d  faXt^frtt  foreknowledge  absolute^ 
And  found  no  end  in  wand’ring  mazes  lost. 

Farad.  Losty  b,  ii,  /•  557. 

Among  some  exceptionable  expressions, 
the  following  are  also  good  thoughts  on  the 
free  agency  and  fall  of  mau. 

- 1  made  him  just  and  right, 

Suffeient  to  have  stoody  (hough/rcf  io  fall, 
Noi/ree,  what  proof  could  they  have  giv’n  s;c* 
cere 

Of  true  allegiance,  constant  faith  or  love. 

When  only  what  thep  needs  tntui  do  appear’d, 
Not  what  they  would  What  praise  could  (hey 
receive  ? 

Useless  and  vain,  of  freedom  both  despoil’d, 
Made pa55ire  both,  bad  served  necessity, 

Not  ME. - 

So  without  least  impulse  or  shadow  of  fatty 
Or  aught  by  me  immuiabhj  foreseeny 
They  trespass,  authors  to  themselves  in  all 
both  what  they  Judge,  and  what  they  choose, 
for  so 

I  formed  them  /<  ee,  and  free  they  must  remain 
Till  they  enthral  themselves  :  I  else  must  change 
Their  nature,  and  revoke  the  high  decree 
Unchangeable^  ettmaly  which  ordained 
Their  freedom  ;  Uiey  themselves  ordained  their 
fall. 

Ibid,  b.  Hi.  1.  98. 103.  120. 

I  shall  conclude  these  observations  with 
a  short  extract  from  Mr.  Bird’s  Conferen¬ 
ces,  where  in  answer  to  the  objection,  “  If 
many  things  fall  out  contingently^  or  as  it 
were,  by  occn/enf,  God’s  foreknowledge  oi 
them  can  be  but  contingent,  dependent  on 
man’s  free-will,’’  he  answers  :  It  is  one 
thing  to  know  that  a  thing  will  be  done  ne¬ 
cessarily  ;  and  another  to  know  necessarily, 
that  a  thing  will  be  done.  God  doth  neces¬ 
sarily  foreknow  ail  that  will  be  done  ;  but 
he  doth  not  knew,  that  those  things  which 
shall  be  done  voluntarily,  will  be  done  ne¬ 
cessarily  ;  he  kaoweth  iliat  they  v'ill  be 
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done:  but  he  knowelh  wiihal»  that  they 
niight  have  fallen  out  otherwise,  for  aught 
he  had  ordered  to  the  contrary.  So  like¬ 
wise,  God  knew  that  Adam  would  fall 
and  yet  he  knew  that  he  would  not  fall  ne¬ 
cessarily  :  for  it  was  possible  for  him  not  to 
have  falleo.  And  as  touching  God’s  pre* 
ordination  going  before  his  prescience, 
as  the  cause  of  all  events  :  this  would  be, 
to  make  God  the  author  of  all  the  sin  in  the 
world  ;  his  knowledge  comprehending  that, 
as  well  as  other  things.  God  indeed,  fore- 
knoweth  all  things,  because  they  will  be 
done ;  but  things  are  not  (therefore)  done, 
because  iiC  foreknoweili  them.  It  is  im¬ 
possible  that  any  mao,  by  his  voluntary 
manner  of  working,  should  elude  God’s 
foresight;  but  then,  this  foresight  doth  not 
necessitate  the  will  ;  for  this  were,  to  lake 
it  wholly  away.  For  as  the  knowledge  ot 
things  present,  imports  no  necessity  on  that 
which  is  done  ;  so,  the  foreknowledge  of 
things  future,  lays  no  necessity  on  that 
which  shall  be  :  because,  w  hosoever  knows 
and  sees  things,  he  knows  and  sees  them  as 
they  arc,  and  not  as  they  arc  not:  so  that 
God’s  knowledge  doth  not  confound  things, 
but  reaches  to  all  events,  not  only  which 
come  to  pass,  but  as  they  come  to  pass, 
whether  contingently  or  necessarily.  As 
for  example;  when  you  see  a  man  walking 
upon  the  earth,  and  at  the  very  same  instant 
the  sun  shining  in  the  heavens  ;  do  you  not 
sec  the  first  as  voluntary,  and  the  second 
as  natural  ?  And  though  at  the  instant  yen 
see  both  done,  there  is  a  necessity  that  they 
be  done,  (or  else  you  could  not  see  them 
at  all ;)  yet  ilierc  was  a  uccessiiy  of  one 
only,  before  they  were  done,  (namely,  the 
sun  shining  in  the  heavens,)  but  none  at  all 
of  the  other,  (viz.  the  man’s  walking  upon 
the  earth.)  The  sun  could  not  but  shine, 
as  being  a  natural  ageut ;  the  man  might 
not  have  walked,  as  being  a  voluntary  onc.’^ 
This  is  a  good  argument ;  but  I  prefer  that 
which  states  the  knowledge  of  God  to  be 
absolutely  free. 

Doct,  A,  Clarke's  Corn,  Acls  ii. 


PERVERSION  OP  SCRIPTURE. 

The  exclusive  coosideratiou  of  particu¬ 
lar  texts  of  scripture,  without  adverting  to 
others  which  take  a  different  view  of  the 
subject,  coupled  with  the  baneful  principle 
of  believing  no  doctrine  which  is  incom¬ 
prehensible,  seems  to  have  been  the  source 
of  most  of  the  errors  which  have  prevailed 
in  the  Christian  world.  Thus,  a  person, 
in  reading  the  New  Testament,  finds  many 
passages  in  which  the  manhood  of  Christ 
is  asserted,  and  from  them  he  concludes 
that  Christ  was  man.  By  dwelling  upon 
these  passages,  the  idea  ol  the  manliood  of 
Christ  becomes  so  deeply  fixed  in  his  mind, 
that  he  refuses  to  admit  any  opinion  which 
he  fancies  to  be  incompatible  with  it.  lie 
feejs  himself  unable  to  compr^^hend  how 
the  same  person  could  be  both  God  and 
man  ;  and  being  convinced  that  Christ  wan 
man,  he  infers  that  he  was  not  God  ;  and 
thus  he  falls  into  the  Socinian  error,  of 
Christ  being  a  mere  man.  Another  per¬ 
son,  in  reading  the  New  Testament,  is  first 
struck  with  the  passages  which  assert  the 
Godhead  of  Christ,  and  which  are  at  least 
as  numerous  and  as  clear  as  those  ivtiich 
a.  jert  his  manhood ;  and  by  a  similar  pro¬ 
cess  he  infers  that  Christ  was  God  only  ; 
aud  thus  fails  into  the  Sabellian  or  pati  ipas- 
sian  errors,  of  Christ  being  God  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  of  God  the  Father  having  suffer¬ 
ed  upon  the  cross.  It  is  the  same  with  re¬ 
spect  to  divine  and  human  agency:  one 
person  observes,  in  a  variety  of  passages  ole 
the  New  Testameot,  ihe  redemption  of  man 
attributed  to  the  merits  of  Cnrist  and  the 
inspiration  of  the  Holy  Spiiii;  and  hence 
he  concludes  that  divine  grace  is  n<'cessary 
to  salvation  :  he  dwells  upon  this  as  a  set¬ 
tled  and  uncontrovertible  point,  and  being 
unable  to  comprehend  how  the  Holy  Ghost 
and  man  can  co-operate,  be  infers  that  n»  \n 
lias  no  concern  whatever  in  working 
his  salvation  ;  and  that  the  thoughts,  words, 
and  works  of  those  who  shall  be  saved,  are 
the  necessary  and  irresistible  effects  of  di¬ 
vine  grace  :  this  is  the  error  of  Calvinists. 
Another  person,  in  reaiiing  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment,  observes  repealed  commands  to  be¬ 
lieve  in  Christ,  and  nunilH  rlcss  exhorta¬ 
tions  to  the  practice  of  the  pe  rsonal  and  so¬ 
cial  duties  ;  hence  he  concludes  that  belief 
in  Christ,  and  moral  virtue,  are  necessary 
to  salvation  ;  and  being  unable  to  compre¬ 
hend  how  the  Spirit  of  God  can  influence 
the  tree  will  ot  meu,  or  how  the  worthiness 
of  Christ  can  atone  for  the  unworihi  .ess  of 
man,  he  rejects  the  doctrines  of  divine  n- 
gcDcy  and  cf  Christ’s  meritorious  dcailn 
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jind  relies  solely  for  salvation  upon  that 
faith  and  those  workS|  which* arp  the  (ffcct 
of  bis  own  reflection  and  exertions.  This 
jis  another  error  of  the  So*  iiiians,  or  of 
those  who  in  modem  times  have  denomina¬ 
ted  themselves.  Unitarians,  to  which  title 
they,  have  pomore  an  exclusive  right,  than 
Calvinists  have  to  that  of  Evangelical  dir 
vines.  Jt  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  first 
tODclusions  of  these  different  persons  were 
all  true,  namely,  that  Christ  was  man — that 
Christ  was  God — that  divine  grace  is  ne^ 
pessary  to  salvation— that  belief  in  Christ, 
andimoral  virtue,  are  necessary  to  salvation. 
Though  each  of  these  propositions  be  true, 
not  one  of  them  contains  the  whole  truth. — 
Christ  was  man,  but  be  was  also  God — 
Christ  was  God,  but  he  was  also  man — di¬ 
vine  agency  is  necessary  to  salvation  ;  but 
vre  must  w<.rk  together  with  the  Holy  Spir¬ 
it, or  we  shall  have  received  the  grace  of  God 
in  vain — belief  of  the  gospel  &  moral  virtue, 
are  necessary  to  salvation  ;  but  it  is  a  live¬ 
ly  faith  in  the  merits  of  Christ  as  our  Re¬ 
deemer,  which  can  alone  make  our  good 
works  acceptable  in  the  sight  of  God  ;  and 
that  lively  faith  can  never  be  attained  with¬ 
out  the  co-operation  of  divine  grace.  It 
should  be  remembered,  that  all  scripture 
is  given  by  inspiraiioD,  and  is  written  for 
our  learning.  Every  part  of  it  is  true,  and 
equally  true.  It  is  our  duty  to  read  and 
attend  to  the  whole.  The  whole  Bible  is 
the  ground  of  our  faith,  and  the  rule  of  our 
life.  We  arc  to  compare  scripture  with 
scilpturc  ;  we  must  add  truth  to  truth  ;  and 
disdaining  all  partial  and  narrow  views  of 
ibe  Deity  and  his  dispensations,  search  out 
‘‘  all  the  counsel  of  God,’*  as  tar  as  it  is  re¬ 
vealed,  if  we  wish  to  become  wise  unto 
salvation. 

Tomline'^s  Ref.  of  Calvinism^  fi.  47. 
JUDAS. 

To  say  that  God  stood  in  need  of  Judas’s 
wickedness  to  deliver  his  Son  to  the  Jews, 
13  not  less  absurd  than  impious.  God  has 
no  need  of  the  sinful  man.  Any  boy  that 
had  once  heard  our  Lord  preach  in  the  tem¬ 
ple,  and  seen  him  go  to  (he  garden  of  Geth- 
semane,  might  have  given  as  proper  an  in¬ 
formation  to  the  high  priest,  and  been  as 
proper  a  guide  fo  the  mob,  as  Judas  ;  espe¬ 
cially  as  Christ  was  not  less  determined  to 
deliver  himself,  than  llic  Jews  were  to  ap¬ 
prehend  him.  With  regard  to  the  notion, 
that  Judas  was  a  wicked  man— an  absolute 
unbeliever — a  cursed  hypocrite,  when  our 
T>ord  gave  him  a  place  in  his  familiar 
friendship,  and  raised  him  to  the  dignity  of 


au  Apostle,  it  is  both  unscriptiiral  and  scan¬ 
dalous.  1.  Unacri/itural ;  For  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  inform  us,  that  when  the  Lord  imme* 
diately  proceeds  to  an  election  of  ihaiina- 
lure',  he  looketh  on  the  hearty  I  Sam.  xvi.  7, 
Again^  when  the  eleven  Aposilrs  prayed, 
that  God  would  ov(  rrule  the  lot  which  they 
were  about  to  cast  for  a  proper  person  to  suc¬ 
ceed  Judas,  they  said,  thou  Loi  d.  who  know- 
est  the  HEARTS  op  all  men,  show  which 
of  these  two, THOU  hast  chosen,  that  he 
may  t-  k**  pj^ri  of  ihr  ministry,  from  which 
Judas  by  TRANSGRESSION  fell.  Acts  i  21. 
Now,  as  Judas  F^LL  by  transgression, 
he  was  undoubiedlj  raisKt  by  righteous¬ 
ness,  unless  Calvinists”  Con  in.ike  it  ap- 
pi  ar,  lhat.he  rose  the  same  way  he  fell ;  and 
that  as  he  fell  by  a  bribe,  so  he  gave  some 
of  our  Lord’s  friends  a  bribe,  to  gel  himsclt 
nominated  to  one  of  the  twelve  apostolic 
bishoprics.  But  even  then,  how  df>cs  this 
agree  with  our  Lord’s  knowing  thk 
HEART,  and  choosing  accordingly  ?  ■ 

2.  This  notion  is  scandalous ;  it  sets  Chi  ist 
in  the  most  contemptible  light.  How  will 
he  condemn,  in  the  great  day,  men  of  pow¬ 
er  in  the  church,  who,  for  by-ends,  commit 
the  care  of  souls  to  the  most  wicked  men  ? 
How  will  he  even  find  fault  with  them,  if 
he  did  set  them  the  example  himself,  in 
passing  by  all  the  honest  and  good  men  in 
Judea,  togoand  set  the  apostolic  mitre  up¬ 
on  the  head  of  a  thief — of  a  ^'olf  in  sheefi^s 
clothing  ?  In  the  name  of  wisdom  1  ask, 
could  Christ  do  this,  and  yet  remain  the 
GOOD  shepherd  ?  How  diffeient  is  the 
account,  that  St.  Paul  gives  us  of  his  own 
election  to  the  Aposilesrip.  The  glorious 
Gosfiel  of  Gnd  tras  committed  to  my  trust, 
says  he  ;  and  I  thank  Christ,  who  hath  en¬ 
abled  me,  FOR  THAT  HE  COUNTED  ME 
FAITHFUL,  PUTTING  ME  into  ihc  ministry, 
1.  Tim.  i.  11,  12  Now  if  we  represent 
Christ  as  putting  Paul  into  the  ministry 
because  he  counted  him  faithful,  and  Ju¬ 
das,  because  he  counted  h  m  unfaithful, 
a  thief — a  traitor — a  cursed  hypociitc;  do 
we  not  make  Christ  a  Proteus  ?  are  his 
ways  equal  ?  lias  he  not  two  weights  !  God 
I  grant,  sets  somriimes  a  wicked  king  over 
a  wicked  people,  but  ii  is  according  to  the 
ordinary  course  of  human  affairs,  and:  vi 
his  an^cr ;  to  chastise  a  sinful  nation  wiih 
a  royal  rod.  But  what  had  the  unformed 
Christian  Church  done,  to  deserve  being 
scourged  with  the  rod  of  Apostolic  wicked¬ 
ness  ?  and  what  course  of  human  affairs  obli¬ 
ged  our  Lord  to  fix  upon  a  wicked  man  in 
a  ne^^v  election  to  a  new  dignity — and,  what 
is  most  striking,  in  an  election  to  which  he 
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procf.edccl  without  the  interposition  of  any 
free  agent  hut  him self  ? 

Mistake  me  not,  il  1-  plead  the  cause  of 
Judas’  sincerity,  when  he  left  all  to  follow 
Christ,  and  when  our  Lord  passed  by  thou 
sands,  imn^ediatcly  to  choose  him  for  his 
own  familiar  friend  in  whom  he  trusted — 
for  a  preacher  of  his  gospel,  and  an  apostle 
of  his  church  ;  I  do  not  do  it  so  much  for 
Judiis*  sake,  as  for  the  honor  of  Christ,  and 
the  comfort  of  his  timorous  doubling  follow¬ 
ers.  Alas!  If  Christ  could  show  distin¬ 
guishing  favor  and  familiar  fritndshifi  lo  a 
man,  on  whom  he  had  absolutely  set  his 
black  seal  of  unconditional  reprobition 
— to  a  maUf  whom  from  the  beginning  of 
the  world  he  had  without  any  provocation 
marked  out  for  a  goat,  and  for  unavoidable 
damnation  :  if  he  could  converse,  cat,  drink, 
travel,  ledge  8c  pr.  y  for  years  with  a  man  to 
whom  he  bore  from  everlasting,  and  will 
bear  to  all  eternity, a  settled  ill-will,  an  im¬ 
mortal  hatred,  where  is  sincerity?  where 
is  the  Lamb  without  blemish  ?'  the  Lamb  of 
God  in  whose  mouth  no  guile  was  ever 
found  ?  If  Christ  be  such  a  sly^damner  of 
one  of  his  twelve  apostles  as  the  ‘‘  doctrines 
of  grace’’  [so  called]  represent  him  to  be, 
wfio  can  trust  him  ?  What  professor — 
what  gospel  minister  can  assure  himself, 
til  .t  Christ  has  not  chosen  and  called  him 
for  purposes  as  siivster  as  those,  for  which 
it  is  supposed  that  Judas  was  chosen,  and 
called  to  be  Christ’s  familiar  friend  ?  Nay, 
if  Christ,  barely  on  account  of  Adam's  sin, 
left  Judas  in  the  lurch,  and  even  betrayed 
him  into  a  deeper  htll  by  a  mock  call,  may 
he  not  hdve  done  the  same  by  “  Calvinists  ” 
by  me,  and  by  all  the  professors  in  the 
world  ?  O  ye  “  doctrines  of  grace,”  if  you 
are  sweet  as  honey,  in  the  mouth  of  “  Cal¬ 
vinists,”  as  soon  as  1  have  eaten  you,  my 
belly  is  bitter;  poison  corrodes  my  vitals  ; 

I  must  either  pari  with  you,  ray  reason,  or 
my  peace. 

Fulcher's  ChcckSy  Vol  3.  p,  06. 

UNCONDITIONAL  ELECTION  and 
REPROBATION. 

These  men  (Calvinists)  tell  us,  that  G(xl 
filectefl  a  certain  number  to  be  saved  for  the 

MANIFESTATION  OF  THE  GLORY  OF  GRACE, 

( I.)  according  to  this  hypothesis,  the  glory 
ol  gtiicc  must  consist  in  electing  so  many 
to  Salvation  and  no  more  ;  for  if  the  decree 
to  save  more  would  have  tended  to  the  man¬ 
ifestation  of  his  glory y  the  same  motive 
must  have  induced  him  to  Suve  more.  Now 
to  ainrm  that  “  it  is  for  the  glory  of  his  mer¬ 
cy  to  save  the  elect  only,  and  no  more,” 


seems  contrary  to  common  sense;  for  the 
more  are  benefiiteil  the  greater  is  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  the  benefactor  If  it  then  tcndeih  to 
the  glory  of  his  mercy  absolutely  to  decree 
to  save  some  no  more  fitted  to  be  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  his  mercy  than  the  rest,  it  must  be 
more  for  the  glory  of  his  mercy  to  decree 
thus  to  save  more,  and  most  of  all  to  de¬ 
cree  to  save  all. 

Again,  (2  )  if  it  be  for  the  glory  of  his 
grace  to  picparc  saving  grace  for  any,  and 
to  give  them  that  assistance  which  will 
unft  ustrably  procure  their  salvation,  would 
it  not  be  more  for  the  gimy  of  the  same 
grace  to  prepare  it  for,  ami  afford  it  to  more, 
and  to  leave  none  under  a  necessity  of  per¬ 
ishing  for  want  of  grace  sufficient  to  worl:. 
out  their  salvation  ?  Is  grace  the  inorr 
magnified  for  being  restrained  to  some  few, 
when  all  do  equally  need  and  all  are  equal¬ 
ly  capable  of  it  ?  Nor  is  there  any  reasoii 
in  the  objects  of  il,  why  it  should  not  e-^ 
qually  be  vouchsafed  to  them. 

The  other  black  part  of  this  decree, 
which  saith,  “  God  left  the  greatest  pari  o‘ 
mankind  in  a  state  in  which  they  must  in¬ 
fallibly  fail  of  obtaining  salvation,  or  the. 
means  of  salvation — faith  and  perseverance, 
they  being  the  c<*nsequcnts  and  fruits  oi 
that  electioo  out  of  which  they  are  exclu¬ 
ded,”  is  still  more  horrible  in  Us  immediate 
consequences:  For  (^l.)  it  makes  God  to 
create  innumerable  souls  after  the  fall  ol 
Adam,  to  be  inevitably  damned  without  the 
least  compassion  for  them,  or  will  to  affon’ 
them  means  sufficient  to  exempt  them  fion 
that  dreadful  doom.  For  if  “  faith  anr* 
pc  rsevcrance  be  the  consequents  and  fruit*' 
of  God's  election,”  then  they  who  are  no. 
electcd  caunot  have  them  ;  if  “  they  musr 
fail  of  obtaining  salvation,”  they  must  inev¬ 
itably  incur  damnation.  (2.)  It  makes  him, 
in  prosecution  of  this  eml,  having  created 
them  pure  and  innocent  as  they  came  out 
of  his  hands,  to  put  them  into  bodies,  that 
so  they  may  be  made  or  deemed  the  off¬ 
spring  of  Adam,  and  by  being  so,  may  be 
fit  objects  of  his  eternal  wrath  ;  which  they 
coubi  never  be  by  his  creation  of  them,  du 
he  not  thus  unite  them  to  the  bodies  ger- 
e rated  by  the  posterity  of  Adam. 

Dr,  Whitby  on  the  Five  Poiniz. 

.  SCRIPTURE  EXPOSITIONS. 

Ye  slif -necked  and  untircumcised  in  heart  and 
ears,  ye  do  always  resist  the  Holy  Ghost :  as  your 
fathers  did,  so  do  ye.  Jlels  vii,  51. 

Ye  do  ahvays  resist  the  Holy  Ghosl  : — 
1.  Because  they  were  iincircumciscd  in 
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heart  \  they  always  resisted  the  injiuence^ 
of  the  Ilply  Spirit,  bringing  light  and  con¬ 
viction  to  their  minds  ;  in  consequence  of 
which,  they  became  hardened  through  the 
deceitfulness  of  sin ;  and  neither  repented 
at  the  preaching  of  John,  nor  credited  the 
glad  tidings  to  them  by  Christ  and  tlie  Apos¬ 
tles.  2.  Because  they  were  uncircumcised 
in  earsf  they  would  neither  hear  nor  obey 
Moses,  the  prophets,  Christ,  nor  the  Apos¬ 
tles. 

tjour  fathers  dUU  so  do  ye  : — They 
were  disobedient  children,  of  disobedient 
fiarents  :  in  all  their  generations  they  had 
been  disobedient  and  perverse.  This  whole 
fieo/ite,  as  well  as  this  texty  are  fearful 
proofs  that  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  almighty 
energy  of  die  living  God,  may  be  resisted 
and  rendered  of  none  effect.  This  Spirit  is 
not  sent  to  stocks,  stones,  or  machines^  but 
to  human  beings  endued  with  rational  souls; 
therefore  it  is  not  to  work  on  them  with 
that  irresistible  energy,  which  it  must  ex- 
eit  on  inert  matter,  in  order  to  conquer  the 
Tts  inertia  or  disposition  to  abide  eternally 
in  a  motionless  state,  which  is  (he  state  of 
ad  inanimate  beings  ;  but  it  works  upon  un^ 
derstanding^  udlU  judgment^  conscience, 
kc.  in  order  to  enlighten,  convince,  and 
persuade.  If  after  all,  the  understandings 
the  eye  of  the  mind,  refuses  to  behold  the 
light  ;  the  mil  determines  to  remain  ob¬ 
stinate;  the  judgment  purposes  to  draw  false 
inferences;  and  the  consc/Vwce  hardens  it¬ 
self  against  every  check  and  remonstrance ; 
(and  all  this  is  possible  to  a  rational  soul, 
which  must  be  dealt  with  in  a  rational  way,) 
then,  the  spirit  of  God  being  thus  resisted, 
13  grieved,  and  the  sinner  is  left  to  reap 
the  fruit  of  his  doings.  To  force  the  man 
to. see,  feel,  repent,  believe,  and  be  saved, 
would  be  to  alter  the  essential  principles  of 
his  creation,  and  the  nature  of  mind :  and 
reduce  him  into  the  stale  of  a  machzncy  the 
vis  inertia  of  which  was  to  be  overcome 
and  conducted  by  a  certain  qiianltim  of  fihy- 
sical  force,  superior  to  that  resistance 
which  would  be  the  natural  effect  of  (he 
certain  quantum  of  the  vis  inertia^  posses¬ 
sed  by  the  subject,  on  and  by  which  this  a- 
gent  was  to  operate.  Now,  many  cannot 
be  operated  on  in  this  way,  because  it  is  con¬ 
trary  to  the  laws  of  his  creation  and  nature  ; 
nnr  can  theHoly  G  host  work  on  that  as  a  ma¬ 
chine ,  which  himself  has  made  a  free  agent. 
Man  therefore  may  and  generally  does  resist 
the  Holy  Ghost :  and  the  whole  revelation 
of  God,  bears  unequivocal  testimony  to  this 
most  dreadful  fiossibilUy,  and  most  awful 
truth.  It  is  trifling  with  the  sacred  text, 


to  say,  that  resisting  the  Holy  Ghost  here, 
means  resisting  the  laws  of  Moses,  the  ex¬ 
hortations,  threatenings  and  p^omi^eso^  the 
prophets.  &c.  These  it  is  iruc,  the  uncir- 
cumcised  car  may  resist ;  but  the  uncir¬ 
cumcised  heart  is  that  alone,  to  which  the 
sfiirit  that  gave  thelaw>,  exhortations,  pro¬ 
mises,  &c  speaks :  and  as  matter  resists 
matter*,  so  sfiirit  resists  sfiirit  These  were 
not  only  uncircumcised  in  car,  but  uncir- 
cumcifcd  also  in  heart ;  and  therefore  they 
resisted  the  Holy  Ghost,  not  only  in  his 
declarations  and  institutions  ;  but  also  in 
his  actual  energetic  oficrations  upon  their 
minds. — Dr.  Clarke^s  Com. 

And  as  many  as  tcere  ordained  to  eternal  life  be^ 
tiered.  Acts  xiii.  48. 

These  words  cannot  signify  a  fixed  num¬ 
ber  of  persons  absolutely  by  God  ordained 
to  eternal  life,  so  that  they,  and  they  only, 
shall  obtain  it,  and  all  others  excluded  from 
it,  as  upon  this  supposition  they  must  be ; 
for  if  God,  by  his  ordination  or  decree,  hath 
fixed  the  number  of  those  whom  he  will 
bring  unto  salvation,  all  they  who  are  not  of 
that  number  will  not  partake  of  that  salva¬ 
tion.  And  this  is  evident  from  these  con¬ 
siderations  : 

First,  That  if  the  reason  why  these  men 
believed  be  only  this,  that  they  were  men 
ordained  to  eternal  life  ;  the  reason  why  the 
rest  believed  not  can  be  this  only,  that  they 
were  not  ordained  by  God  to  eternal  life  : 
and  if  so,  what  necessity  could  there  be, 
that  the  word  of  God  should  be  first  preach¬ 
ed  to  them  ?  as  we  read  ver.  46.  was  it  only 
that  their  damnation  might  be  the  greater  ? 
This  seems  to  charge  that  lover  of  souls, 
whose  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works^ 
with  the  greatest  cruelty,  seeing  it  makes 
him  determine  from  all  eternity,  not  only 
that  so  many  souls,  as  capable  of  salvation 
as  any  other,  shall  perish  everlastingly  ; — 
but  aho  to  determine,  that  the  dispensations 
of  his  providence  shall  be  such  towards  them 
as  necessarily  tends  to  the  aggravation  of 
their  condemnation.  And  what  could  even 
their  most  malicious  and  most  enraged  ene¬ 
my  do  more  ?  What  is  it  the  very  devil 
aims  at  by  all  his  temptations,  but  this  very 
end,  viz  the  aggravation  of  our  future  pun¬ 
ishment  I  And  therefore  to  assert,  that  God 
had  determined  that  his  word  should  be 
spoken  to  these  Jews  for  this  very  end,  is 
to  make  God  as  instrumental  to  their  ruin 
as  the  very  devil,  and  seemeth  wholly  irre¬ 
concilable  with  his  declarations,  that  he 

WOULD.  HAVE  ALL  MEN  TO  BE  SAVED,  and 
WOULD  NOT  THAT  ANY  MAN  SHOULD  PER¬ 
ISH. 
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Secondly,  The  apostle  gives  this  reason 
why  he  turned  from  the  Jews  to  tht  Gen¬ 
tiles;  viz.  because  the  Jews  had  thrust  a* 
way  ilie  word  of  God  from  them,  and  judg¬ 
ed  themselves  unworthy  of  eternal  life^ 
(ver.  4C.)  whereas,  according  to  this  sup¬ 
position,  this  could  be  no  sufficient  rcasou 
of  his  turning  from  them  to  the  Gentiles  ; 
for  it  was  only  they,  among  the  Jews,  whom 
God  had  not  ordained  to  eternal  life,  who 
thus  refused  to  believe  and  to  obey  the 
word  ol  God ;  and  as  many  among  the 
Gentiles  as  were  not  thus  ordained  to  eter¬ 
nal  life  must  necessarily  do  the  same  ;  and 
so  there  could  be  no  sufficient  cause  why 
he  should  turn  from  the  Jews  to  the  Gen¬ 
tiles  on  that  account.  Aitd, 

Thirdly,  Were  thi^  the  reason  why  the 
Jews  believed  not,  that  they  were  not  by 
God  ordained  to  eternal  life,  why  doth  St. 
Paul  by  God’s  commission  speak  here  to 
them  thus  :  '  Be  it  known  to  you,  brethren, 
that  by  this  Jesus,  is  declared  to  you  re¬ 
mission  of  bins  Why  tlolh  he  add,  ‘  and 
by  him  every  one  (hat  believeth  is  justifi¬ 
ed  V  he.  Why  doth  he  vehemently  exhort 
them  to  ‘  beware,  lest  that  saying  of  the 
prophet  Habakkuk  should  be  verified  of 
them,  I  will  work  a  work  in  your  days, 
which  you  will  not  believe,  though  one  de¬ 
clare  i»  unto  you?*  (ver.  38.41.)  For 
could  God  have  deicrmiocd,  that  these  very 
persons  should  not  believe  to  life  eternal, 
and  yet  commissionate  his  apostles  to  tell 
them>  that  remission  cf  sins,  and  justijica^ 
tion  to  life  eternal  was  proposed  to  them  \ 
Could  it  be  revealed  to  St.  Paul  that  they 
could  not  believe  to  life  eternal,  as  being 
not  by  God  ordained  to  it ;  and  yet  would  he 
so  passionately  exhort  them  to  that  faith  in 
Jesus,  which  he  well  knew  by  virtue  of  this 
revelation  belonged  not  to  them,  nor  ccuM 
they  possibly  exert  ?  These  things  seem 
clearly  to  evince,  that  this  cannot  be  the 
proper  import  of  the  words  ;  but  they  will 
veiy  well  admit  of  these  two  senses,  viz. 
(I.)  As  many  as  were  disposed  for  eternal 
life  believed  :  or  (2.)  As  many  as  wei^  dis¬ 
posed  to  do  it,  believed  to  eieinal  life.  And 
Fifst,  It  is  highly  probal^le,  the  genuine 
import  of  tlie^e  words  is  this,  (O^oi  esaft 
ietagmenoi^)  .la  many  as  vjere  disfioscd for 
eternal  life  believed  ;  for  this  word  te:ag- 
nieiicB,  by  this  very  author,  is  used  in  this 
sense  to  signify  a  man,  not  outwardly  or¬ 
dained,  but  inwardly  d!>posed  ;  or  one  de¬ 
termined,  not  by  Crod,  but  his  own  inclina¬ 
tion,  to  do  such  a  thing  ;  as  when  it  is  said, 
Acts  XX.  13.  St.  Paul  went  on  foot  to  As- 
so?;  ( erar  cr.  /'''** 


*wae  disfiosed  to  do  :  So  the  son  of  Sirach 
saith,  egemonia  aunelou  tetagmene  eatai,) 
the  conduct  or  government  of  the  wise  man 
will  be  well  ordered,  or  disftoaed,  (x.  1.)— • 
Thus  Philo  saith  to  Cain,  ‘  Thou  ncedest 
not  fear  being  killed  by  them  who  are  {en 
se  teta^menoi  aummachia)  ranked  on  thy 
side ;  i.  e.  of  the  same  dispositions  and  af- 
feciions  with  thee.  And  he  saith  of  liiosc 
children,  who,  having  had  vicious  parents, 
have  themselves  proved  virtuous,  that  they 
are  (^ameino  tetagmenoi  taxei,^  filaced  in  a 
better  rank  :  and  speaking  of  Esau  and 
Jacob,  he  represents  Esau  as  fierce,  subject 
to  anger  and  other  passions,  and  governed 
by  his  brutish  part;  but  Jacob  as  a  lover 
of  virtue  and  truth ;  and  so  (cn  te  beltioni 
tetagmenon  taxii,)  filaced  in  a  better  rank 
of  men,  or  one  of  a  better  temper  and  dis¬ 
position  ;  and  adds,  that  Samuel  was  (/e- 
ta^menoa  theo,)  one  well  diafiosed  towards 
God.  And  to  this  sense  the  very  context 
leads ;  the  persons  opposite  to  those  dispo¬ 
sed  for  eternal  life,  being  those  wlio  for 
their  indisposition  to  embrace  the  offer  of 
it,  were  unworthy  of  eternal  life. 

The  second  import  of  which  these  words 
are  capable,  is^hls  :  That  as  many  as  were 
n'ell  dis{iosed,  believed  to  eternal  life  ;  and 
accordingly  w«  are  said  to  *  believe  in 
Christ  \o  eternal  life^  1  Tim.  x.  J  6,  and  to 
the  saving  of  the  soul,  Heb.  x.  89.  and 
they  w'ho  truly  do  believe. are  said  to  do  i: 
to  eternal  life,  because  they,  by  believing, 
do  obtain  a  perfect  right  to  that  life,  of 
wliich  they  cannot  fail,  but  by  departing 
from  that  faith,  or  suffering  it  to  become 
unfruitful  in  those  works  of  righteousness, 
which  make  them  meet  to  be  partakers  c.' 
c'.cinal  life. — Dr.  tVhitby'^a  Com. 


LXTOLERANCE. 

Intolerance,  is  a  word  chiefly  used  in  ici- 
ereijcc  to  those  pei'sons,  churches,  cr  soci¬ 
eties,  who  do  uot  allow  men  to  think  for 
llicmsclves,  but  imficee  on  them  tnicle?, 
creeds,  ceremonies,  Sec.  of  their  ow’n  devis¬ 
ing.  Nothing  is  more  abhorrent  from  the 
genius  of  the  Christian  religion  than  an  5*  . 
loleraui  spirit,  or  an  intolerant  chuich.— • 
It  has  inspired  its  votaries  with  a  savage 
ferocity  ;  has  plunged  the  fatal  dagger  into 
innocent  blood  ;  depopulated  towns  and 
kTi»gdoms ;  overthrown  stales  and  empires, 
and  brought  down  the  righteous  vengeance 
of  heaven  u|>on  a  guilty  world.  The  pre¬ 
tence  of  superior  knowledge,  sanctity,  and 
auihoilty  for  its  support,  i&  the  disgiace  of 
grj  I'srox- 
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ysm  of  folly.  To  fetter  the  conscicjcc,  is 
injustice  ;  to  ensnare  it,  is  an  act  of  sacri¬ 
lege  ;  but  to  torture  it»  by  an  attempt  to 
force  its  feelings,  is  horrible  intolerance ; 
it  is  the  most  abandoned  violation  of  all  the 
maxims  of  religion  and  morality.  Jesus 
Christ  formed  a  kingdom  purely  spirtiuil ; 
the  apostles  exercised  only  a  spiritual  au¬ 
thority  under  the  direction  of  Jesus  Christ ; 
particular  churches  were  united  only  by 
faith  and  love;  in  all  civil  affairs  they  sub¬ 
mitted  to  civil  magistracy  ;  and  in  religious 
concerns  they  were  governed  by  the  reason¬ 
ing,  advice,  and  exhortaiious  of  their  own 
officers :  their  censures  were  only  honest 
reproofs ;  and  their  communications  were 
only  declarations  that  such  off  nders.  being 
incorrigible,  were  no  longer  accounted  mem¬ 
bers  of  their  communities  **  Let  it  ever  be 
remembered  therefore,  that  no  man  or  men 
have  any  authority  whatever  from  Christ 
to  domineer  over  the  consciences  or  perse¬ 
cute  the  persons  of  any  wtiose  religious 
i^iociplcs  agree  not  with  their  own. 

Buck^s  Theolo'^.  Diet. 

From  the  ^Xaniacket  Enquirer. 

We  have  heard  it  denied  by  some  respec¬ 
ted  followers  of  this  great  chjiracter,  [John 
Calvin,]  that  he  was  the  immediate  cause 
of  the  death  of  Servetus  It  seems  by  the 
following,  however,  that  there  must  exist  a 
^malL  7n.istake  somewhere. 

Exlrattfrom  a  UtUr  written  btf  John  C  i lvin,  in 

1531,  to  the  Marwuis  Paet,  high  Chamber^ 

lain  to  the  King  of  Navarre. 

“  Honour,  glory  and  riches  shall  be  the 
reward  of  your  pains,  but,  above  all,  do  not 
fail  to  lid  the  country  of  those  scoundrels 
who  stir  up  the  revolt  against  us.  Such 
moosieis  should  be  exterminated,  as  I  have 
c.x:irminated  Michael  Servetus  U;s  Spau- 


METHODIST  CKNER.VL  CONFERENCE. 

Oil  Monday>  last  week,  the  general  con¬ 
ference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
commenced  its  session  iu  this  city.  This 
general  conference,  w'hich  is  held  quadpn- 
iilaliy,  is  composed  of  representative^  from 
twelve  annual  conferences,  comprising,  in 
the  aggregate,  one  thousand  two  hundred 
;;nd  twenty  six  travelling  preachtrs,  and 
embracing  the  whole  cf  the  states  and  ter^ 
riiories  of  the  union,  and  the  Biiiish  prov¬ 
ince  of  Upper  Canada.  For  every  seven 
members  belonging  to  each  annual  confer¬ 
ence,  c;;c  delegate  is  seal  to  the  gen¬ 


eral  conference.  The  assemblage  of  minis¬ 
ters  of  the  gospel,  convened  on  this  solemn 
occasion,  consists  of  about  one  hundred  and 
forty  members,  comprising,  it  is  believed, 
a  greater  number  than  has  ever  met  in  this 
country  on  any  similar  occasion.  In  addition 
to  these,  there  are  also  two  delegates  in  ihc 
conference  from  the  Methodist  church  in 
G.  Britain.  Bishops  JMcKeridne  George 
and  Roberts  are  also  present,  and  preside 
alternately  over  the  deliberations  of  the  con- 
lereuce. — Alles'*  Reg.  Muij  15. 

REFLECTION. 

^  There  is  a  God.**  The  plants  of  the 
valley,  and  the  cedars  of  the  mountain  pro¬ 
claim  him  ;  the  insect  hums  his  praise  ;  the 
elephant  salutes  him  with  the  ri^iitg  day  ; 
the  birds  warble  his  praise  among  the  foil- 
age;  the  lightening  announces  his  power; 
and  the  ocean  declares  Ins  immensity.  Mai; 
alouc  has  said,  *  there  is  uo  God.’ 


Literary. — Among  the  new  publications 
announced  in  the  London  papers,  we  ob¬ 
serve  two  volumes  of  sermons  *•  by  John 
Henuv  Hobart,  D.  D.  Bishop  of  the  Pro- 
tesiHut  Episcopal  Church  in  the  sate  of  N. 
York,  Professor  of  Pastoral  Theology  and 
Pulpit  Eloquence  iu  the  General  Theolo¬ 
gical  Seminary,  and  Rector  of  Trinity 
Church,  and  St.  Paul’s  and  St.  John’s  Cfu 
pels,  iu  the  city  of  New-Yoik.’^ 

N.  F.  Eve.  Post. 


HOPKINSIANISM. 

God  MOVES,  EXCITES,  and  stirs  up  men 
to  do  that  which  is  sinlul ;  and  deceives, 

BLINDS,  HARDENS,  aod  PUTS  Sill  into  lllC 

heart,  by  a  fiosinvCj  creauve  xnjiurnce. 

Dr.  Hofikins. 


|Q“  Being  desirous  of  inserting  some  im¬ 
portant  extracts  ia  this  nuOiber,  we  were 
under  the  necessity  to  omit  ‘‘  Theophilus,” 
on  account  of  the  length  of  the  communi¬ 
cation.  It  shall  appear  in  our  next. 
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